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Thank you to our
May Partner
of the Month
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https://adelspergerortho.com/
https://adelspergerortho.com/
https://www.queenanneslaceflowers.com/
https://www.queenanneslaceflowers.com/
https://www.leblancnettles.com/
https://www.leblancnettles.com/
https://www.meyer-najem.com/
https://www.meyer-najem.com/
https://www.swartoutdental.com/
https://www.swartoutdental.com/


BEF is proud to have awarded $84,000 in scholarships to the
graduating class of 2026, thanks to your generous gifts! Visit our
website soon to learn more about these students, their majors
and where they will be attending post-secondary school.
(Harris Academy recipients will be announced in the June
newsletter after their awards ceremony on May 27, 2026.)

Show your gratitude by honoring an educator or staff
member with an Apple for Excellence.
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https://www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org/apples-for-excellence


YOUR DONATIONS
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Adapted Materials for

Early Childhood
Development

at the Brownsburg Early

Childhood Center

sponsored in part by
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https://www.statebank1910.bank/
https://www.statebank1910.bank/


For the youngest learners in the Brownsburg Community
Schools, play is not just fun, it is the primary way they develop
foundational communication skills and begin to understand the
world around them. But for preschool and Pre-K students with
limited physical abilities, something as simple as activating a
toy has historically required waiting for an adult to help,
creating an invisible barrier between the child and the
independent discovery that drives development. Thanks to the
generous support of BEF donors, that barrier is coming down. A
recent grant to the Early Childhood Center provided adapted
toys and switches that allow students of all physical abilities to
engage with learning materials entirely on their own; pressing a
button, activating a toy, and experiencing the cause-and-effect
moments that build critical thinking from the very beginning.
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The impact of this grant reaches beyond individual
accessibility. By incorporating adapted toys and materials into
all preschool classrooms, not just those serving students with
identified needs, BEF is helping Brownsburg's youngest learners
grow up understanding that every child belongs at the table.
When a three-year-old sees a classmate use a switch to light
up a toy, inclusion becomes intuitive rather than instructed.
Your giving makes that possible. These are not just toys on a
shelf; they are tools that tell every child in the room that they
are seen, capable, and an equal participant in the joy of
learning.
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Learn more about grants awarded for this school year
HERE.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO MAKE A GIFT TO THE
BROWNSBURG EDUCATION FOUNDATION TO

SUPPORT OTHER GRANT PROJECTS LIKE THIS?

DONATE NOW

BHS Alumni Connection
Join the growing Brownsburg High School alumni community in
2026! BEF is creating exciting ways for BHS graduates to
reconnect and celebrate their shared legacy. Through new
networking initiatives and community events, you'll have
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https://www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org/impact
https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_4905c50e-c571-11ec-af60-02eab0531019&WidgetId=118786
https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_4905c50e-c571-11ec-af60-02eab0531019&WidgetId=118786
https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_4905c50e-c571-11ec-af60-02eab0531019&WidgetId=118786
https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_4905c50e-c571-11ec-af60-02eab0531019&WidgetId=118786


opportunities to discover what your fellow Bulldogs are up to
today. Help us build a comprehensive alumni directory by
sharing your current information and spreading the word to
other graduates. Together, we're strengthening the bonds that
make the Brownsburg community special.

Did You Know Bill Wilson?
BHS Class of 1965

Sometimes a single phone call can change your mood, your
minute, your week, or your life. We have all been there. This one
changed mine.

The call came into the BEF office on an ordinary day. On the
other end of the line was a robust, warm voice belonging to
Phillip Wolfe, a Brownsburg High School graduate from the Class
of 1965 who was looking to reconnect a piece of his friend's
legacy with the family to which it belonged. Phil had found
some old cassette tapes of original music recorded by his dear
friend Bill Wilson, and he wanted to make sure they ended up in
the right hands. READ MORE HERE

Senior Cords painted by Bill
photo courtesy of Gail Wilson Medcalf

Bill Wilson
photo courtesy of Sonobeat Records

Pioneer Camp
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https://forms.gle/Hurd9XPhVQ6ew28MA
https://www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org/_files/ugd/c6e3d4_6e493e3deead44ed9d9ff02d572626ba.pdf


is Filling Up!
Registration closes 5/31/2026

Learn more here!

All exiting 3rd, 4th and 5th
grade students are invited to

attend!
Enjoy cooking, sewing,

building, nature study, crafts,
gardening and learning about
life as an Indiana child in 1850.

SO MUCH FUN!
"I love that it was hands-on and

educational! My kids actually
want to do chores and help with

cooking at home now. They
really loved the woodworking

projects, fishing, and field trip to
the farm!"

-parent of previous camp
participants
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https://www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org/pioneer-camp
https://www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org/pioneer-camp
https://www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org/pioneer-camp
https://www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org/pioneer-camp
https://summersphc.com/brownsburg/
https://summersphc.com/brownsburg/


June 12, 2026 | 8:30 a.m.
at West Chase Golf Club

REGISTER HERE
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https://www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org/golf-outing-1


Thank you, Brownsburg Meijer!
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A HUGE THANK YOU to our new Brownsburg neighbor, Meijer, for
their generous support of education and the Brownsburg
Community Schools through their gift to BEF! Welcome to the
neighborhood — and thank you for investing in our kids from
day one!

THANK YOU, Bulldog Spirit Shop, for donating a portion of your
proceeds to BEF YEAR-ROUND!!

Check out all of their great items here: 
https://thebulldogspiritshop.com/
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https://thebulldogspiritshop.com/


Thank you to these donors
who have committed to
recurring monthly support for
BEF! Members of the 1987 Club
also receive monthly updates
about the impact of their gifts
as well as special invitations
to events.

1987 CLUB MEMBERS
Bill and Rene Behrend
Joel and Tara Casey

Jenny Davidson
Bob and Becky Duncan

Tarah Fettig
John Feister

Amber Hageman
Jamie Hall

Brogan Hayden
Todd and Theresa Jackson

HaiQuynh Jamison
Jamie Keeler

Chad and Melissa Middleton
Pamela Miller

Brian and Laura Petraits
Tim and Denise Zahrn

Andrew and Alicia Zeller

Click Here to Join The 1987 Club Now!

Check the box next to
"Show my support by making this a monthly donation".
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https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_4905c50e-c571-11ec-af60-02eab0531019&WidgetId=118786
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https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_4905c50e-c571-11ec-af60-02eab0531019&WidgetId=118786
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Donate to the Essentials for Excellence Fund Here

Strategic Ways to Support
Brownsburg Students

At the Brownsburg Education Foundation, we're dedicated to
enhancing educational opportunities for students in our

community. Your generosity makes it possible to fund
classroom grants, scholarships, and innovative programs that
empower students and teachers alike. While many supporters

contribute through traditional donations, there are several
strategic giving options that can maximize your impact while

providing potential tax advantages.

Donate Appreciated Assets
Contributing stocks, bonds, or other appreciated securities
allows you to support Brownsburg students while potentially
avoiding capital gains tax. You can also claim a charitable
deduction for the full fair market value of the asset, making your
gift work harder for both you and our students.

Grant from Your Donor-Advised Fund (DAF)
If you have a donor-advised fund, recommending a grant to
the Brownsburg Education Foundation is a simple and efficient
way to invest in local education. You may also consider naming
BEF as a beneficiary of your DAF to create lasting educational
impact for generations of Brownsburg students.

Consider a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)
Individuals age 70½ or older can direct up to $108,000 annually
from their IRA directly to qualified charities like the Brownsburg
Education Foundation. This QCD counts toward your required
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https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_4905c50e-c571-11ec-af60-02eab0531019&WidgetId=139341824
https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_4905c50e-c571-11ec-af60-02eab0531019&WidgetId=139341824
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https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_4905c50e-c571-11ec-af60-02eab0531019&WidgetId=139341824


minimum distribution while excluding the amount from your
taxable income—a win for you and for our students.

Leave a Legacy Through Estate Planning
Including the Brownsburg Education Foundation in your will,
trust, or estate plan creates a lasting legacy of educational
excellence in our community. Your planned gift ensures that
future generations of Brownsburg students will benefit from
enhanced learning opportunities.

However you choose to give—whether through an immediate
donation, investment assets, or future estate plans—your

support directly impacts the quality of education in
Brownsburg. For more information about strategic giving

options, please contact Rene Behrend
at renebehrend@brownsburg.k12.in.us or 317-852-1056.

Please consult your tax or financial advisor to understand how your charitable
contribution may benefit you. The Brownsburg Education Foundation is a 501(c)(3)

nonprofit organization, tax ID: 31-1228189.
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mailto:renebehrend@brownsburg.k12.in.us?subject=Supporting%20BEF

